
 

 

 

 

 

The Messenger 

Alexandria United 

Methodist Church 

April 2022 

Our Mission is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  

 

Our Vision is to grow and 

live in the spirit of Christ. 

A Note from Pastor Gary 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

When you read this letter, it will be about two weeks un-

til Resurrection Sunday (aka Easter). The immediate 

week before that glorious day includes three important 

milestones: The entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem (Palm 

Sunday), Jesus’ dinner with his followers (the Last Sup-

per; Maundy Thursday), and the arrest, trial, conviction 

and execution of Jesus on the not-so-Good Friday. 

Did you every wonder why Jesus had to die, especially 

since the scriptures are clear that he was totally inno-

cent? Did God demand that Jesus die? People have been 

asking those questions for nearly two millennia. There 

are many theories that try to answer that question. 

Those “atonement theories” fall into four groups, all 

supported by scripture. 

1. Exemplar – Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is 

the example we follow. He is the ultimate example 

of how we are to live in love of God and others 

even in death. 

2. Ransom – We are enslaved to sin and death, aka 

Satan. We have been kidnapped from God’s Good 

Life. Jesus is the ransom that is paid to set us free. 

(Related – God then pulls a cosmic joke on Satan 

by snatching Jesus back by raising him to life.) 

3. Substitutionary – We have offended God with our 

sin and we need to suffer the penalty. However, 

only someone without sin could accomplish full 

payment of the penalty. Sinless Jesus is the  

perfect substitution for us. 

4. Christ, the Victorious (Christus Victor) – Christ’s 

death and resurrection defeats the power of Satan 

and death. Death cannot defeat God’s love. 



 

There are other theories, but those are the four most common and they go back hundreds of 

years. The theory heard by most Protestants these days is Substitutionary or Penal  

Substitution and is one I dislike. The theory followed by those who belong to the Orthodox 

Church is Christus Victor, which is the one I tend towards. All of these theories on atonement 

are good and have good Biblical support. All leave something to be desired. 

Over the years my thinking about atonement has shifted to something we celebrate at  

Christmas and Epiphany: Incarnation. What “in tar-nation” is “incarnation”? �  It is God being 

fully human in Jesus the Christ. As I teach our confirmation students, Jesus is fully God AND 

fully human. Another word we say at Christmas time is Immanuel or Emmanuel – “God with 

us.” 

In the life, teaching, arrest, trial, conviction, torture, and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, God  

enters into our systems of death. God in Jesus gives himself over to the powers and principal-

ities of our world social, political, and religious systems. These systems are satanic and we are 

enslaved to them and they lead to death. (See Galatians 4:8-9) In entering these systems,  

Jesus (God) reveals them for what they are. This is why the Gospel accounts of the passion 

are so brutal. (Did anyone see Mel Gibson’s The Passion Christ?) These systems declare that 

to keep peace, someone must die. (See John 11:49-50) 

However, if that were the end of the story, no one would have ever known who Jesus of  

Nazareth was. It is in the Resurrection of Jesus that God declares that Love is victorious over 

death and that we no long need to live chained to our systems of death. In Jesus Christ, God 

redeems us and calls us into new life lived in love. 

The witnesses to that event, the disciples – even though they failed at the beginning, re-

ceived this new understanding by their encounters with the Risen Lord and when the Holy 

Spirit swept through them. They carried that message from Jerusalem to Samaria, Africa,  

India, western Asia, and Europe. The Good News of God’s Love was passed down through the 

centuries and we are called to carry the Message everywhere we go. 

I wish you a pious Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. I wish you a joyous Resurrection Sun-

day. 

“The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely, I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord  

Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with al the saints. Amen.” (Revelation 22:20-21) 

Pastor Gary 

 



2022 Worship Service 
Attendance 

 
March 6  72  
March 13  100     
March 20  94 
March 27  77 

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, people 

serving in dangerous and difficult 

settings, returned and returning 

service people and their families, all 

who seek and await peace.  

Publication Date for the next 

Messenger: 

 Articles for the February issue need to be 

in the office by NOON on Monday May 

23rd 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policy—the church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present 
in the building.  Please call ahead 
before you come to church, as there 
are times when we are not in the 
building, even though we are working.  
Also, most days someone is in the 
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and 
later than 1:00 p.m. 

April  Birthdays 

April 3rd                    Mel Nomsen 

April 4th                  Bryce Vogt 

April 5th                            Ann Heydt 

April 5th                 Tony Primus 

April 9th                     Gerry Olson 

April 10th          Betty Springman 

April 10th                 Maurine Winger 

April 13th                    Mike Bristow 

April 15th            Keith Mounsdon 

April 17th                     Phyllis Mounsdon 

April 18th              Dean Lindstrom 

April 20th                  Dave Battey 

April  20th                     Donna Phillips 

April 22nd                     Izabella Vogt 

April 22nd                Kaylee Vog t 

April 24th                   Nevin Brede 

April 24th          Gale Maxwell 

April 24th                       Amy Rieke 

April 29th     Bob Rishavy 

April 29th     Joyce Martin 

April 30th         Heidi Ryan 

  



Store Cards: Reminder we have store cards available from CUB, Elden’s, 

Fleet Farm, and Garden Center. A portion of your purchase goes back to the 

church’s general fund.  We have denominations  of  $10, $25, $50 and $100  

dollar cards. Store cards are available Sunday mornings and  in the church  

office during the week. 

April Bible Verses 
Week of April 3rd: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; John 12:1-8; Philippians 

3:4b-14. 
 

Week of April 10th: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118: 1-2,19-29; Philippians 2:5-11; Isaiah 

50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16 
 

Week of April 17th : Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; 

John 20:1-18. 
 

May Day Salad Luncheon: After a two year hiatus IT’S BACK.  Yes, we are bringing 
back the Annual May Day Salad Luncheon.  It will be held May 2 which is as close as we can get to 
May day without being on a weekend.  It may be a scaled back event in the number we plan to 
serve but certainly not in participation.  This event is not a United Methodist Women effort rather an 
entire church event.  The first $150 net received goes to fulfill our commitment to support the  
Emma Norton House and the remainder to our local church.  We hope to have the May pole again 
and are looking for someone that can provide the pole and also a couple of people that will prepare 
the pole with ribbons.  Volunteers will be needed in the dining room, kitchen and to provide salads. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DITCH CLEANUP: Spring ditch clean up will be on  

Saturday April 30th at 10:00 AM. Volunteers are much needed to help. If you would like to help 

please join us at 10:00 at the church.  If the weather is bad it will be on May 7th at 10:00 AM. Meet 

here at the church to start. 

Welcome Spring Luncheon: Come join us for the ‘Welcome Spring’ Luncheon on Saturday, April 23 at 

11:30am at the Alexandria Senior Center, 414 Hawthorne Street. We will have a speaker, lunch, silent  

auction and door prizes. Our theme this year is hankies. Bring your favorite hanky and enjoy time with 

friends. Tickets are $20 for adults and $8 for kids 10 and under. Get your tickets at the Alexandria Senior 

Center or call 320 762 2087. 



On Behalf of SPRC , Pastor Gary, 

and Staff of Alexandria United 

Methodist Church we Welcome 

Amy VanValkenburg who will be 

our new Pastor.  

INTRODUCING AMY VANVALKENBURG 

I am a mother of three and married to 

Thomas (22 years this November). Our  

children are 19 (Lydia), 18 (Elliot), and 12 

(Sawyer). Elliot will graduate from Osakis 

High School this year and Sawyer is a  

Connections Academy 6th Grader. Lydia 

works at Menards in Willmar and has plans 

to move to the Twin Cities and return to 

post-secondary  education. 

PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS AND  

MINISTY RELATED WORK  

Education  

Undergraduate 

● Associate of Arts from Central Lakes College  

● Bachelor of Arts (Women’s Studies) from 

Augsburg College,  

● K-12 Teaching License for ELL/ESL (English 

Language Learning/English as a Second Lan-

guage) Graduate  

● Master of Arts (Teaching English as a Second 

Language) from St. Cloud State University,  

● Master of Divinity (concentration in Child, 

Youth, & Family) in progress with Luther Semi-

nary in St. Paul  

Appointment History 

● Rosendale UMC and Atwater UMC; 2020-

present  

● Joyful Spirit UMC (Wadena & Deer Creek); 

2019-2020  
 

VISION FOR THE CHURCH  

Be doers to the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves. ~ James 1:22 (BSB 

Translation) The Church is not a building. Its 

us, the people. My vision of the church cen-

ters in creating community that stretches 

far beyond Sunday mornings! The Great 

Commission calls us, all the people, to disci-

ple Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. That means I serve the people, 

wherever they are, in my church family, in 

my community, across the state, overseas, 

wherever God calls me and us to be and do. 



PASSION FOR MINISTRY  

I am passionate about serving people where 

they are - at church AND anywhere else - on 

Zoom, home visits, local coffee shops, or any 

local venue for that matter. I am not only pas-

sionate about meeting peoples’ geographic 

needs but also the needs of their heart. I am 

passionate about “meeting” people where 

they are in their faith journey. I am a listener 

at heart; I find that wisdom often presents it-

self in the quiet moments while coming 

alongside someone as opposed to when I am 

preaching at the pulpit on a Sunday morning  
 

CALL TO MINISTRY  

Through prayer and reflection, I do my best to 

listen and discern where God wants me to be. 

I believe continual discernment is the ongoing 

work we all must be doing if we want to live 

out God's will for our life. I have always felt a 

strong call into pastoral ministry but about 

five years ago, doors opened...my pastor and I 

had many long conversations that stretched 

and pulled me in new ways, which led me to 

licensing school/training and into the Confer-

ence as appointed clergy. I am now in  

seminary, working toward ordination and I 

haven’t once looked back - I am excited for 

what’s ahead!  
 

LEADERSHIP STYLE  

Life-long learner. Listener. Collaborator. By 

nature, I am a life-long learner. That resonates 

in my style of leadership. In education, we 

avoid a “sage on the stage” style and instead 

promote being a “guide on the side” and it is 

in this framework that we can all feel empow-

ered to live into what it means for the church 

and community to disciple for Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. To listen 

more often than to speak is truly a gift of the 

heart to any leadership style. Not only do I  

appreciate that in others’ leadership, but I try 

to model being a good listener. It has taken 

me years to hone my skills and style; I  

continue to do so. I am an optimist at heart - I 

don’t see the glass half empty or half full - for 

me, the point is that it is refillable! I believe 

that everyone’s input has the potential to add  

value. Although I can be a dreamer, my  

approach to most projects is pragmatic. The 

influence of parents and grandparents, being 

the daughter of a nurse and a farmer, has 

helped me hunker down with a practical 

mindset on the task at hand and get the hard 

work done!  
 

WHAT I LIKE TO DO FOR FUN SUMMER: 

camping, hiking, gardening with my parents, 

cooking, reading all sorts of books but espe-

cially science fiction, biking, attending art/

music events with family and friends and mu-

seums of any kind - I love history and I love 

bluegrass music - or anything with a 

 fiddle!) Winter: cross country skiing, reading  

historical fiction, growing huge house plants, 

visiting the botanical gardens at Como Park 

Conservatory, science & history Museums, 

attending performing arts and other such  

venues, baking for Christmas, and watching 

documentaries  



ALL Church Supper & 

Bingo night 

  

      

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 

6:00pm-7:30PM 
Alexandria United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall 

  

The Children Youth & Family Ministry Team (CYF) would like to invite 

everyone in the congregation to join us for a meal we will provide, fol-

lowed by Bingo with prizes.  You are welcome to bring a friend!  A free 

will offering will be taken, and all proceeds will go towards the cost of 

future ALL Church Activity Nights. 

 



In the Know.. News you need to know about your church  

LAWN MOWING :Chuck 
 Bollen is leading the lawn 
mowing this season and is 
still asking for Volunteers to 
help for the lawn mowing 
Crews.  We only have two crews and will 
need more people to help with the mowing 
and trimming this season. We have been 
greatfull for all the past volunteers that have 
helped with the mowing and know how big 
of job it is. So, If interested please reach out 
to Chuck Bollen:  at 248-952-7977 or 
email :cbollen21@gmail.com  

As we prepare to welcome a new pastor and bid farewell to Gary and Cheryl it is important for us 
as a congregation to remember our obligation to our church.  It has been a harsh winter making it 
difficult for some to attend services or perhaps to contribute to the financial stability of Alexandria 
UMC.  Please, as we move into this new season, give serious consideration to helping us  be in a 
positive financial status when these events occur.  Finance Committee 

Confirmation  

Congratulations to the Confirmands who will be Confirmed on Confirmation 

Sunday on April 24, 2022 
 

Cora Bumgarner—Daughter of Aaron & Kelly Bumgarner  

Carson Bumgarner—Son of Aaron & Kelly Bumgarner 

Abby Evink—Daughter of Darren & Tess Evink  

Peyton Kor—Daughter of Shawn & Mandy Kor 

McKenna Meyer—Daughter of Susie Meyer 

FELLOWSHIP GARDENS 

Have you reserved a garden bed yet?  This 
snow will be gone in time, and we can all pick 
up our warm weather pursuits.  Consider 
growing your own herbs this year… or fresh  
tomatoes or peppers.  Or maybe you’d just 
like fresh flowers!  Contact Heidi at  
heidibrownryan@gmail.com if you’d like to 
claim one of our 8’X4’ raised beds… or  refer 
a friend or neighbor who might 
be  interested!  Use of the beds is FREE and 
open to the community. 

 While we ended 2021 with a positive checkbook balance, giving has not been strong the first  
quarter of the year and we have used the reserve to pay current operating expenses such as  
salaries and utilities and currently are one month behind on our apportionments. Please help us to 
meet the coming obligations without having to borrow funds. Thank you in advance.       
Finance Committee 

mailto:heidibrownryan@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

   

 

1 2 

3 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

4 

10:00 AM Craft 

Day 

 

6:30 PM SPRC 

Meeting 

5 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

 

9:30 AM Coffee Group  

12:30 PM PEO Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon meeting 

 

6 

5:30 PM Trustees 

mtg 

5:30 Trustees 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

 

7 

 

8 9 

10 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

11 

 

12 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon meeting 

 

13 

 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

5:00 friends Circle 

@ the Lure  

14  

Maunday 

Thursday 

Service 7 PM 

 

15 

Good Friday 

Service 7 PM  

16 

 

17 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service   

 

18 

Office Closed 

12:30 Zetetic Club 

meeting 

19 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

6:30 PM PEO Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon meeting 

20 

 

5:00 PM  

Confirmation  

21 

9:30 Joy Circle 

6:30 Church 

Council 

22 

 

23 

24  

Confirmation  

Sunday 

 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

25 26 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon meeting 

27 

All Church Supper 

and Bingo Night 

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

28 29 30 

10:00 AM Ditch 

Clean up  
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Alexandria United Methodist Church Staff/ Office Hours 
Address: 2210 6th Ave East                             Office is open (9:00-1:00) 

Website: www.alexumc.org          Youtube Channel - AlexUMC 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday/email: (pastorgary@alexumc.org) 

Ginger Mayer– Administrative Assistant  Email: (office@alexumc.org)  

Phone: 320-763-4624  Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30 


